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BECAUSE WHEN IT'S TOO HOT UP TOP,
YOU GOTTA GO DOWN

s high noon, Aug. &, 2004, Sweat rolls
down my face and back a4 | labour
#0ross a large open slope 1o gain a rdge
100 yards away, The peak abose ma s
jagged. ke 1he cathedral bowers dominating
the skyling of the toen im the distance. The
SUM'S Fays warm o0 oifherwse oold breene
blowsng olf the Lake same 5000 feel dewn in
the valiey belows,

Omoe on the ridge, my parines and | stop
ta take in ihe visla and drink some water The
veEws Bre dmaring. You can see lor miles. For
ahme we siand, Baskeng un the sin s warm
glow, completely oblivous 1o the upoaming
storm that's brewing off the coasd.

Owr 188 et 12 hours Mother Maotehe will
gather all her might and unleash a manstroes
cam of whoop BEE Wpon us, purnimeling the
area mercdessly in a seven-day assaudt of
wind and precipitation. Bul. lor now, we ame
unknowing and ceabent in the mafment. Trans-
fived, | shed a few thoughts to my Irends
back Bome. rding bikes, going o the beack,
barging nails; then | de-skin, lia my goggles,
mnd pregars o drop & gorgeows, shady, south-
1!\'.'""'; slope ol knpa-deen poaslor

That's g, tolka, ll.hﬂ B— KB -aE ] P
and shady south lafes. This ainl ho aregm;
1his is @ noribers iIvmesLion.

Each summar, shi bums trodn round the
glebe flock to Chile or Argenting in pursuit
af ikeir own perscnal ski dream. The journey
provdes & chanoe io exchamge your hob-gn-
the-ak-sile, swass-drenched-siah-an-your-
sharts siuation with the lar more pleasing,
badls~deep in powder, carving wade tuns (hat
sind cold smoke billowing over your head—a
situation that you preder

Skling im the Andes ks amazing, it is the
langes! mauntain range in the world, and with
over 30 peaks exceeding 6,000 meires, d &
alzo one of the 1adlest. These glants provde a
matural border between Chile and Argentina,
and thery entond Liko the spine of the conti-
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maal, some 8000 kilometnes up frmm thae tip of
E-IF* Heerm ngrth to the Cardbbean: (his I"l'ﬂi'}ﬂ
s @ shber's utopia. There are resors scatinned
on both Sides of the border, up and down the
spineg, from world-class dber destinations Like
Porfilic and Las Lenas to the lesser knowm
arsd pften Less crowded resarts Lke Cormaloo
arsd Cotedral Alts Patagania

| backoawniry adveniure i mare your gig,
théan Ehes place 18 your Stadiem arcadiem
Ewerywhere you look Ehere are mauntains
Unmamed peaks jot up from oceanic fords,
glaciers streich for hundreds ol miles in
all dirsctions. There are volcanoes, Lals of

Bariliache, Argendina, Powder was {Fhe mam
cowrse, and |f came served m heapfuls

in the second week of August, over J00
centimatres of fresh el on the resort of
Caiedral Alta Patagonia. For days the resan
and surfoanding ares was belaboured with
precipitatson, the shies dumpsng nearly o
matre ol snow in ome 24-hour period. Lacals
toted tha storm as being ke begges! prowvider
of Argentins powdar in ouer g decade. Roads
clerid, LifMs Ralied, and pareed Cars wern
ll"'ﬂl:ﬂr bisried oresile, People scrambleg to
their reafogs o Showel avely Sy |0338
cartain to wreak havoc on the homes of those
Wi W e @y

Like most other regue ensironmental
enarils, the siorm dumped chaliengas alang
with precipitatson. For days, our biggest
ohsiacle was simply gertng 1o the ressn
Road crews had trouble keeping up with 1he
coenstand barrage of sleet, rain and snowlail

WHEN IT COMES TO THE WEATHER, LIKE ANY
OTHER REGION OF THE WORLD, THERE ARE

YEARS OF FEAST, AND THERE ARE YEARS
OF FAMINE. THE WINTER SEASON OF 2006
BROUGHT A FEAST TO THE PEOPLE OF BARI-

LLOCHE, ARGENTINA.

wolcanops. Chile alone s home 1o over 100 ol
Fiase cylindrazal gaants, 34 ol which are ac-
i, lnva-Epeain’ bad bovs, To survey a tope
map i% ba deaal

It may be 1he geography and the skiimg tha
brings you bo this part of the warld, but i's
the people and the culture that'll keep you
perpetually planning your next sumemer ski
vacation The locals are irsendly and hoppi-
table, wilh 8 culbure rlekh as the soll. In Angen-
Ena, ihe entire female populabion seams o
bee afflicted weih some type al beauty burden,
baut 1hey spem to bo managing it. The beer’s
cheap. So is the food

When it comees io the weather, like any other
regian ol the world, thare are ysars of feast,
and there are years af lamine. The winber
sexsan of 2004 Brought a leasd ta 1he peaple o

Aocidents, power cukhges and manic cabbes
all mads morning aconss difficull. Once w
this resort, you'd pray that tha Lilts woald
trangparting you desply and caslinusly me
the pownder atyes, Al momanis during e
weed L hell 5% though the entire regart waed
bt buaried Eeyand fecoghilion, ar wigd aul
by ai 10-food crown of uncoresalkdated steem
srow. We stiack to the trees and awoided oofe
vix rollovers. Ripping limes through sublime
hardwaod loresis, eluding lowerng sland
ol bambeoso, laughing. Forget the beach and
the warm nights wilh friends on the patio,|
thaught, Forgel 1he beke and rmy goal B hnd
summer employment back home 28 a b
waany; Lile ks 100 good down here, trough-
ing neck-desp throwgh a narthem imeeios
—Pater Moynes
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